Irish Studies Collection, Memorial University Libraries by Tiller-Hackett, Amanda
Irish Studies Collection, 
Memorial University 
Libraries 
Amanda Tiller, BA (Hons), MA, MLIS 
Humanities Collection Development Librarian,  
QEII Library 
Outline 
• Ireland and Newfoundland 
• The Collection 
• Promotional Tour 
Talamh an Éisc (Newfoundland, 
“The Land of fish”) 
• Late 18th/ early 19th centuries: Immigration to Newfoundland from the 
counties of Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny, Tipperary, and Cork to 
Newfoundland’s Avalon Peninsula.  
• Why? Originated from Ireland’s participation in the seasonal fishery in 
the late 17th century. 
• 1836: First detailed Census. 
– Results? Almost 50% of Newfoundland’s population  of Irish birth or descent. 
• There is still, to this day, a strong presence of  Gǽilge Talamh en Éisc  
(Newfoundland Irish, similar to Munster or Southeast Irish), and Irish 
traditions and culture along this shore. 
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Awards and Accolades 
• Since the late 1970s, MUN libraries have 
received numerous SSHRC grants for the 
development of its collection in Irish Studies. 
• Recognized as a valuable site for Irish Studies 
and Research. 
• Grants total more than $200,000. 
Resources... 
• Books, e-books 
• Over 200 Newspapers (print, digital, and 
microform), including early 20th Century Irish 
Political and Radical Newspapers 
• Magazines 
• Scholarly Journals 
• Demography and Family History Resources 
• Census Information 
• Social and Economic History 
 
Article Indexes and 
Databases... 
• Bibliography of British and Irish History 
• Eighteenth Century Collections Online 
• Eighteenth Century Journals  
• ProQuest Dissertations & Theses: UK & Ireland 
• Irish Newspaper Archives 
• BIAB: The British & Irish Archaeology Bibliography 
• Bibliography of British and Irish History 
• Irish History Online 
• Index to Theses 
 
“irish sTudies” Page 
Newspapers (Selected titles) 
• Irish Times (complete from 1859) 
• Irish Press (from 1931) 
• Irish Independent (from 1905) 
• Freeman’s Journal (complete from 1763-1924) 
• Belfast Newsletter (from 1737) 
 
• Irish Newspaper Archives:  
– Coverage: 1700s-present  
– Online archive of Irish national, regional & specialty 
newspapers - over 6 million pages from over 500,000 
issues of Irish Newspaper publications. 
 
 
 
Demography and Family 
History 
• Tithe Applotment Books (early 19th Century) 
– Survey of Irish households for tax purposes 
• Griffith’s Valuation (its Successor) 
• Devon Commission Reports and Evidence  
• Census of Ireland (1813-1911) 
• Parish registers of the Southeast (from 1730) 
“irish sTudies” Page (ConT’d) 
• On this page, you will find: 
– Lists of Irish Political and Radical newspaper 
collections and holdings, titles and access information 
for the 116 included in our Reel Guides. Title indexes. 
– Irish National and Provincial Newspapers Microforms 
list, and a link to the Irish Newspaper Archives 
database. 
– A list of Irish Periodicals available through MUN 
Libraries 
– Irish Demography and Family History Resources 
 
Map Room irish Collections  
• Of Particular Note: 
– Irish Historic Towns Series 
– Ordnance Survey Memoirs 
– Maps from 19th Century Ordnance Survey 
– Specialized Gazetteers 
Special Collections:  
The Catherine Graham Collection 
http://www.library.mun.ca/qeii/cns/special/Graham.php 
 “The Catherine Graham Collection contains 189 
printed works by Irish writers and works about 
Irish writing, including titles by William 
Allingham, Elizabeth Bowen, Oliver Gogarty, 
Lady Gregory, F.R. Higgins, Douglas Hyde, 
Patrick Kavanagh, J.B. Yeats, W.B. Yeats, Louis 
MacNeice, George Meredith, George Moore, 
Richard Murphy, Frank O'Connor, Kathleen 
Raine, J.M. Synge and Rabindranath Tagore.” 
The Catherine Graham 
CoLLeCTion (ConT’d) 
• “Approximately one third of the titles in the 
Catherine Graham Collection are Irish University 
Press reprints of Cuala Press titles, the press run by 
Elizabeth Yeats and W.B. Yeats between 1904 and 
1946.” 
• “The collection is not yet catalogued. A bibliography 
of the titles held in The Catherine Graham 
Collection may be viewed from the Digital Archives 
Initiative website.” 
– http://collections.mun.ca/ 
 
sPeCiaL CoLLeCTions (ConT’d) 
• General Rare Books Collection: 
– Strong presence of limited edition autographed 
works from a variety of Irish Writers: 
• Austin Clarke 
• Thomas Kinsella 
• Ciaran Carson 
• Seamus Heaney 
• John F. Deane 
 
sPeCiaL CoLLeCTions (ConT’d) 
• Also housed in the General Rare Books 
Collection: 
– Signed early editions by W.B Yeats, by Lady 
Gregory, as well as a large number of first editions 
from the Cuala Press 
sPeCiaL CoLLeCTions (ConT’d) 
• Historical Collections (Rare): 
– Include travel writing, county history, military and 
naval history and collections of political speeches.  
• Notable Titles: 
– Geoffrey Keating's 1723 The general history of 
Ireland 
– Michael Davitt's The Rise of the Irish Movement: 
an Address Delivered at the Opening Meeting in 
the Antient Concert Rooms, Dublin.... [1910] 
PromoTionaL Tour (or, how i’ve 
been Promoting the Collection) 
• Keeping the Irish Studies “Unique Collections” 
page up to date; 
• Creating an Irish Studies Explore a Topic Page/ 
LibGuide 
(http://guides.library.mun.ca/content.php?pid
=514491) 
• Creation of Professional webpage listing 
myself as the main contact for Irish Studies  
PromoTion (ConT’d) 
• Presentation at Irish Research Symposium 
(Memorial University, March, 2013) 
• Connections Session: Irish Studies Collection 
(April, 2013) 
• Attended CARL Librarians’ Research Institute 
(LRI), June 2013. 
– Primary interest: building unique collections; 
performing overlap analyses with prominent Irish 
Studies Collections at other Institutions 
• NLLA, 2014 
http://apla2014.word
press.com/schedule 
Conference theme: Latitudes: Irish Studies in an 
international context. Banbha i gcéin 
“The 2014 joint ACIS-CAIS/ACEI conference at UCD is an 
opportunity for scholars from both sides of the Atlantic 
with a common interest in Ireland’s history, heritage, 
culture and society to meet and establish new 
intellectual networks.  The conference...[will] set out 
to examine where Ireland fits into wider cultural, 
socio-economic and historical patterns.”  
(http://www.irishstudies.ca/announcements/caisacis-
2014-call-for-papers/)  
 
whaT’s nexT? 
• Identify gaps! What do other prominent Irish 
Studies Collections have that Memorial 
University Libraries does not? 
 
 
 
Questions? 
 
